Volume 32, no. 2 April 2000

BCW Of Washingto,

LCivil Liberties

Hospital Merger Threatens
Access to Abortion Services

The ACLU is working with its pro-
choice allies 1o preserve women's access to
the full range of legal reproductive health
care services when Catholic and non-Catho-
lic hospitals merge. In the latest instance.
Swedish Medical Center. the state’s largest
hospital, announced in March it is merging
with Providence Health System-Washing-
ton, a Catholic institution. As part of the
agreement, Swedish initially agreed 1o
maintain Providence's restrictive policy
on abortion services and stop providing any
abortions that are not done for the purpose
of protecting the woman's health.

In the rapidly changing health care mar-
ket an increasing number of mergers in
volve religiously controlled hospitals,
Church officials push Catholic health care
facilities 10 abide by the Ethical and Relj-
gions Directives for Catholic Health Care
Services. The lattar bars them from provid-
ing aborions. electuve sterlizations, con-
traceptive services and supplies, compre-
hensive AIDS prevention and condom dis-
tribution, and *'moming-after” pills for rmpe
VICLims.

Under the merger, Swedish Medical

Center will own and operate Providence
Seatle Medical Center, the Jefferson Medi-
cal Tower, and the Providence Medical
Group, which includes nine primary care
clinics. The Swedish-Providence dea! is
different from most similar mergers: Even
though the new entity will no longer be a
Catholic facility, a non-religious facility
has agreed to adopt a Catholic facility's
policy against providing non-thernpewtic
abortions.

“The prospect that women's reproduc-
tive health care options could be curtziled
by this parmership is alarmine. Lower-
income women could be hit especially
hard by this policy, as they may notbe able
to 2o beyond their normal linics to obtain
abortion services,” said ACLU Legisla-
tveand Field Coordinator Christie Walker,

There are several steps ahead before
the merger is approved. While the
Department of Health reviews the de-
t2ils of the plan, the ACLU-WA and its
pro-choice allies continue to discuss
with Swedish how it can protect the full
range of reproductive health services
for women after the merzer. W



